EJP Reentry Zines: Call for Creative Content
The Education Justice Project (EJP) needs your help to create Reentry
Zines for people in prison who are preparing for release. We are inviting
YOU to submit writing or artwork to include in our Reentry Zines!

About us:

EJP is a college-in-prison program at Danville Correctional Facility and the creator of
the Illinois Reentry Guide–Mapping Your Future, a Guide to Successful Reentry.
Maybe you’ve seen it! With our Zine Project, we will be creating shorter, more
personal reentry resources for people in Illinois prisons.

What is a Zine?

A Zine is a self-published, short booklet that has
original text and images. Zines are often produced
by people whose voices are silenced. Zines let
these people’s voices be heard. They allow people
to share their ideas with others who are going
through similar experiences.

Who can submit?

Have you been or are you currently incarcerated? Do you have a loved one who has
been incarcerated? We are seeking original writing and artwork from people on
reentry topics.

What are the topics for the Zines?

We invite you to create content for the following two Zine topics:
1. The first week out. The week after release is exciting and overwhelming! What
was it like? If you could go back in time, what advice would you give yourself to
prepare?
2. Housing. It can be hard to find housing after release. Tell us about your
experience! What advice would you give to people looking for transitional or
supportive housing? Have you been out for a while? Tell us about how you found
more permanent housing.

What kind of content are you looking for?

Zines are creative! Think outside the box. Here are a few ideas:
- Share a story. What was it like to eat your first meal? See your daughter for the first
time? Wait in line to get a State ID? Walk in the door at the halfway house?
- Create a collage, a painting, or a drawing related to reentry or housing. We are
especially interested in art for the covers of our Zines!
- Create a “scrapbook” page with photos and captions of your first week out or your
first apartment.
- Write a poem that describes your feelings or thoughts about reentry.
- Write a letter to your old self or an anonymous friend who is still on the inside.
What advice would you give to help them prepare?
- Create a bucket list. What did you want to do during your first week out?
What did you actually check off your list?
- Create a comic strip. What was it like to try to
find an apartment? What hurdles did you face?
- Create a “top ten” list. What’s your top advice
for people just getting released? For people
looking for a place to stay?
- Create a “Know Your Rights” page.
When looking for housing, what rights
should people be aware of?

Any restrictions?

Written entries should be no more than 1000 words, and artwork should not take up
more than a 2-page spread (pages will be 5.5 inches wide by 8 inches long). Because
we will be sending the Zines to people in the prisons, we cannot have gang-related or
graphic content or images in our Zines.

Can I submit more than one entry?

You can submit up to three pieces of content (including cover art) per Zine topic, but
please know that we may not select everything you submit.

Will I get paid?

If your written content is selected to be included in one of our Zines, we will pay you
$75 (by check). We will pay $50 for original illustrations, and $30 for photographs that
are selected.

Who will be reading the Zines?

We plan to distribute several thousand copies of our Zines to people in Illinois prisons.
They will be shared along with our reentry guides in reentry resource rooms and
libraries. With IDOC’s permission, we plan to put the Zines on tablets inside the prison.
Finally, we will share them with reentry programs and on our website,
reentryillinois.net. We expect them to be widely read and loved by many people
inside and outside of the prisons.

Will my name be included?
It’s up to you! You do not need to use your name if you don’t want to. You can
change your mind at any time about sharing your story or artwork or using your
real name.
What is the deadline for submissions?
Oct 15, 2022
Who will decide which entries are selected?
We’ve formed a Zine committee that includes people who have been
incarcerated and family members of people who have been incarcerated. This
committee will be selecting the content to be included, recommending any
revisions, and compiling the entries into the Zines.
How do I submit?
Complete the form below and send us your artwork or writing! If you have
access to a computer, you can submit content by email here:
reentry@illinois.edu
You can also print out and complete the form
and submit artwork or written content by mail
to the following address:
Education Justice Project
Reentry Zines
1001 S. Wright St.
Champaign, IL 61820
Entries do not need to be typed.
How will you let me know if my work has been selected?
We will let you know by email, phone, or letter (your preference) whether your
work has been selected. We plan to make selections by November 30, 2022.
Will my artwork or written work be modified?
We may recommend revisions, or we may choose to include a portion of your
content, but not all of it. We will discuss our recommendations with you before
making any changes.
Will my artwork or written work be returned to me?
If you would like us to, we are happy to return your creative content after we
finish reviewing your work.
Questions?
Contact us at 217-300-5150 or reentry@illinois.edu

EJP Reentry Zine Content Submission Form
Name
IDOC number
(if applicable)
Name of prison or
jail (if applicable)
Address
Mobile phone number
Email address
Title of creative work
Brief description

Which best describes you?
☐
I am currently incarcerated.
☐
I am formerly incarcerated.
☐
I am a family member or loved one of someone who is or has been incarcerated.
What is the best way to contact you?
☐
By phone
☐
By text
☐
By email
☐
By letter
If your writing or artwork is selected for our Zines, you have the option of using your real
name or being anonymous. Which would you prefer?
☐
I would prefer to use my real name
☐
I would prefer to remain anonymous
Would you like us to return your original artwork or writing to you after we review it?
☐
Yes
☐
No
Please attach your creative work. We will contact you by November 30th to let you
know if your work has been selected and if any revisions are requested.

