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Detention and Deportation: 
Reference Sheet

The next two chapters take a step-by-step look at the removal process. “What to Expect” describes what will usually hap-
pen after you are arrested if nothing is done to stop your removal. “Opposing Removal” discusses what you can do during 
the removal process to try to stop it.

We provide this information to help you understand the process you’re going through, know your options, and get due pro-
cess. We want to empower you to make meaningful choices if you’re at risk of expedited removal, have received a Notice 
to Appear, or are facing a removal order. But we are not attorneys, and this is not legal advice. If you are vulnerable to 
deportation and you can talk to an immigration attorney, we strongly recommend it. A good immigration lawyer can repre-
sent you in court and advise you on the best path forward for you.

The resources and definitions below may be helpful as you read these chapters. For more resources like these, see the 
directory on p.205. 

Who can be an “agent”: ICE (Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) and CBP (Customs and Border 
Patrol) are both part of the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). ICE generally arrests people inside of 
the country, while CBP operates at or near the border. 
Local and federal agreements may let other agencies 
make immigration arrests as well. These chapters focus 
on arrests that occur inside of the country, but “agent” 
refers to anyone with the authority to make an immigra-
tion arrest.

What we mean by “arrest”: In these chapters, “arrest” 
refers to an immigration arrest. Please know that being 
arrested by ICE or CBP is notnot the same as being arrested 
for committing a crime. ICE takes people into custody 
based on civil law, not criminal law. Unlike immigration 
arrests, criminal arrests require “probable cause” and en-
sure certain rights, like getting a speedy trial and access 
to affordable legal help. These same rights and require-
ments do not apply in the immigration system.

What we mean by “immigration attorney”: We mean 
a licensed immigration attorney with experience in 
detention and deportation defense. Not all experienced 
immigration attorneys have worked in these areas of the 
law, so look for one who has. 

Find your next court date using the EOIR Automated 
Case Information System, at acis.eoir.justice.gov.

Finding legal help: You have the right to have a lawyer 
with you in Immigration Court, but you must find your 
own lawyer and pay any legal costs. Some organizations 
offer low-cost or free (pro bono) legal help. To find 
pro bono help, consult the US Department of Justice’s 
listings at tinyurl.com/DOJ-pro-bono or the Immigration 
Advocates Network at tinyurl.com/IA-Legal-Services.

Find detained family and friends by searching for their 
A-Number at locator.ice.gov/odls. For more information, 
see the “Create a Family Plan” section of the Plan for 
Possible Deportation chapter (on p.31)or visit tinyurl.
com/NIJC-Find-Family.

Download immigration forms, including the I-589, 
EOIR 42A, EOIR 42B, Notice of Appeal, Fee Waiver 
Request, and other forms, at justice.gov/eoir/eoir-forms. 
Some of these forms are also provided in a public Google 
Drive for easy access: tinyurl.com/FormsImmigration.

Get information to help you prepare your own case 
while detained:

•	 The Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project’s 
“How to Defend Your Own Case”; firrp.org/resourc-
es/prose

•	 The American Bar Association (ABA) Commission 
on Immigration’s “How to Prepare Information to 
Support Your Request for Release from Detention”; 
tinyurl.com/ABA-for-detainees

•	 The PAIR Project’s “Self-Help Manual For Nonciti-
zens Detained by Immigration (ICE)”; tinyurl.com/
PAIR-2024

Learn more about third country removals: Although 
most people are deported to their country of origin, 
the US is deporting people to third countries, that is, a 
country you are not from. Examples include Venezuelans 
being sent to Mexico, and Mexicans being sent to Hon-
duras. See “Detention and Deportation: What to Expect” 
(p.40) for more information and “Detention and De-
portation: Opposing Removal” (p.47) for information 
on how to oppose deportation to a third country.
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