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Introduction

If you or someone you love is facing the threat of depor-
tation or has been deported, you may feel scared. If you’re
undocumented in the US, you may be worried about your
future and wondering what options you have. You may
even be considering leaving the US on your own accord. We
understand that the situation you find yourself in is chal-
lenging. And we’re glad you have this copy of A New Path:

A Guide to the Challenges and Opportunities After Deportation.
This guide can help.
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About A New Path

This guide can help you to know your rights and how to assert them. If you are detained, it can help
you understand and navigate the process. If you are being deported, returning, or if you have been
deported, it can help you to build a new life by giving you advice on employment, government pro-
grams, meeting your basic needs, and more. It can help you meet the challenges of deportation and
use advantages you may not have realized you have. It also offers information on many organizations

that can help you.
A New Path is organized into four main parts:

e Preparing for Possible Deportation (p.9): Infor-
mation that will help you fight and/or prepare for pos-
sible deportation or return. This includes “know your
rights” information and where to get legal help.

e Life After Deportation

o A broad overview of what to expect from deporta-
tion to any country and advice on how to prepare
for it (p.67)

o Detailed information for people who have re-
turned or been deported to Mexico on meeting
basic needs, finding a job, pursuing education, and
more (p.69)

o Information for people who have returned or
been deported to Guatemala (p.120), Hondu-
ras (p.144), or El Salvador (p.174), including
national resource directories

¢ Healing and Moving Forward (p.197): Advice and
resources for healing, mindfulness, and healthy relation-
ships.

¢ Directory and Resources (p.205): Contact informa-
tion for useful resources in the US and other countries,
including “red cards” other useful resources.

Take the time to read this guide, and don’t wait to reach out to the people who can help. You may
find this is an extremely difficult situation, but knowledge is power. Educate yourself on the resourc-
es that can empower you during this time. Others have successfully handled deportation or return—

you can, too. We wish you the best on this new journey.

* While this book primarily refers to people who have been deported, we recognize that many
undocumented people are choosing to return to their country of origin or even to leave the US for a
third country. The information in this guide applies to returnees as well as deportees and, to a lesser
extent, new arrivals. For more information on “self-deportation” and voluntary departure, see that

section in the Plan for Possible Deportation chapter (on p.23).
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About Us

We’re glad you’ve picked up A New Path. This guide is produced by the Education Justice Project
(EJP) at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. We’re a college-in-prison program, and

we produce prison reentry guides. A New Path was written by a group of committed EJP members
called the Reentry Resource Program (RRP). After seeing a number of our students deported after
prison, we decided to create a “reentry” guide of a different sort for them and others who might
be deported from the US. A New Path features helpful words from people who’ve experienced
deportation, some of whom graduated from EJP’s college-in-prison program at Danville Correc-
tional Center.

We don’t believe that people should be detained and deported. The publication of this book should
not be seen as an endorsement of deportation. We believe it is essential that anyone threatened with
deportation understand their rights and know how to assert them. We also believe that if and
when the time comes, you should have the resources you need for a successful transition to a life
of dignity in your country of origin or wherever you land.

Please keep in touch. We want to know about your experience, and hear your ideas about how we
can improve the guide. Please write to us at reentry@educationjustice.net.

In solidarity,
the Education Justice Project

REQUEST OUR GUIDES!

The Education Justice Project also produces Mapping Your Future: A
Guide to Successful Reentry, a guide for people returning to live in the
United States after release from prison or jail. Mapping Your Future and
A New Path are both available in English and Spanish and can be ordered

here:
reentryillinois.net Education Justice Project
(217) 244-2491 1001 S Wright St

TINYURLS

You will see many URLs
throughout this guide that begin
with “tinyurl.” We use these
shortened URLs in place of long
or complicated addresses to
save you time and frustration.
All shortened URLs lead to the
resources described in the text,
and, at the time of publication,
all are housed at safe and reli-
able websites.

reentry@educationjustice.net Champaign, IL 61820

COST

Each copy of A New Path costs around $12 to print and send. We can
share only a small number of copies for free for those who cannot pay. If
you or your organization are able to pay for copies of this guide, this will
allow us to provide more guides for those who are unable to purchase
them. Email us for online payment instructions at reentry@education-

justice.net.
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This guide is for informational purposes only. It offers information about programs, services, and
businesses that may benefit people facing deportation and those who have had to return to their
nations of origin under duress. Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the authors or affiliated

institutions.

While we aim to provide accurate and current information, we cannot guarantee its completeness
or reliability. Please confirm details independently and consult professionals when appropriate.
This guide does not constitute legal advice. For legal matters, consult a qualified attorney.

The views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the University of Illinois Board of Trust-
ees or the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. We hope this guide serves as a helpful start-
ing point, but it should not be relied upon as a definitive source of legal or professional guidance.

DISCLAIMER

At its time of publication, this guide included the most up-to-date and trustworthy information

available, but things are changing fast. We can’t be sure that all of the legal and policy information
here is still current. We have also listed many programs, services, and businesses throughout this
guide as resources for people returning to their nations of origin. We don’t endorse any of these
organizations. We also don’t guarantee that these resources will be helpful (although we certainly
hope they are). If you discover anything we should update, change, or remove, please let us know
at unnuevocamino@educationjustice.net. The online version of this book (available at reentryilli-
nois.net/a-new-path-individual-chapters) may contain updates.
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