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Legal Matters
IN THIS SECTION
	› Pro Bono assistance
	› Organizations That Help 
Migrants, Refugees, and 
Deportees

Dealing with the legal procedures in Mexico can be challenging. You may need to 
claim property left to you or navigate other legal issues. There are resources to help 
you. This section has information on finding free lawyers.

We do not give  
legal advice.
We have done our best to give 
you good information that will 
help you save time and under-
stand your options. Hopefully, 
this will set you out on the 
right path. However, we are not 
lawyers. 

Pro Bono Assistance

The legal system can be confusing and frustrating. It is almost always better to 
get the help of a lawyer rather than trying to do it yourself, especially if the stakes 
are high. Lawyers understand the law and know how local judges and courtrooms 
work.

Lawyers in Mexico are often expensive. But there are lawyers who work pro bono, 
for free. Many law schools in Mexico offer these services. To find one, search for 
the name of your city or state and key words like “servicios legales” or “pro bono.”

PRO-BONO LEGAL SERVICES OPTIONS IN MEXICO 

FUNDACIÓN BARRA  
MEXICANA
Mexico City

CENTRO DE ACESO 
A LA JUSTICIA

BUFETE JURÍDICO 
GRATUITO SOCIAL

CENTRO MEXICANO  
PROBONO

CARLOS SLIM  
FOUNDATION

WITHOUT BORDERS  
(SIN FRONTERAS IAP)

Legal help for most issues, especially 
human rights

Legal help from law students, profes-
sors, and professionals in many areas 
including civil and criminal law as well 
as mediation and restorative justice

Legal aid clinic, Offers civil and penal 
legal support as well as mediation and 
support for victims of violence

Free legal services for vulnerable  
populations

Legal information for Mexicans on 
both sides of the border

Helps migrants in Mexico get  
documents, file asylum claims, and  
get a free lawyer

Multiple locations in  
Mexico and the US

fbma.org.mx

centrojusticia@itam.mx

bufetejuridicogratuito.org.mx

probono.mx

accesolatino.org/orientacion-legal

sinfronteras.org.mx

Mexico City

Mexico City

Mexico City

Mexico City

carreras.itam.mx/licenciatura-dere-
cho/que-estudia-un-abogado/#clini-
cas-juridicas

NAME/LOCATION CONTACTDESCRIPTION
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Organizations That Help Migrants, Refugees, 
and Deportees

The following organizations provide free legal aid and other services to deportees 
as well as migrants and refugees in Mexico:

The Rhizome Center for Migrants offers direct ser-
vices including free post-deportation U.S. legal aid and 
reintegration support in Mexico, including home setup 
kits, assistance with ID, psychological referrals, and ed-
ucation and job integration. The organization is located 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, and can be reached on their 
Whatsapp at +52 33 2182 0836. To learn more about the 
organization’s on-the-ground work, visit their page on 
Facebook or Instagram.

Al Otro Lado operates its Binational Deportee 
Program in Tijuana and Mexico City, but also serves 
deported people remotely throughout Mexico. This 
program provides critical support for individuals who 
suddenly find themselves stranded in Mexico, often 
without networks of support. They connect deportees 
with safe shelter, medical care, clothing, and assistance 
obtaining Mexican identity documents. They facilitate 
connections with local employers, helping deportees 
begin to rebuild stability and safety after removal. 
They also help deportees file Freedom of Information 
requests to obtain complete copies of their immigra-
tion files, and assist them to obtain a pro bono review 
of their case to assess whether there are viable legal 
options to return to the US in the future.

If you are  
currently  
incarcerated,  

we encourage you to request 
a copy of Mapping Your FutureMapping Your Future, 
our guide to successful reentry 
(see p.63). It has informa-
tion on legal resources that may 
be helpful to you before your 
release.


